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CARL F. ADRIAN 
 
Carl Adrian assumed the duties as President of the Tri-City Development Council 

(TRIDEC) on September 1, 2003. 

 

Carl comes to TRIDEC from the Waterloo/Cedar Falls area of Iowa, where he served as 

President of the Cedar Valley Economic Development Corporation since 1994. 

 

Prior to accepting the position with Cedar Valley EDC, Carl served as the President of the 

Casper Area Economic Development Alliance, Inc. based in Casper, Wyoming and before that was Vice President 

of the Quad-City Development Group in the Quad-City area of Iowa and Illinois. 

  Ajša Suljiċ 

Regional Labor Economist with Washington Employment Security Department. I am 

responsible for economic analysis of the local area as well as state. I provide economic 

information and analysis to the local economic planners, administrators, local businesses 

and residents, and all other information seekers.  

 

Previously, I worked for Idaho Department of Labor as Senior Research Analyst where I 

provided economic analysis on employment and business cycles, along with all other labor market information.   
 
 
 
Discussion Questions & Topics: 
 

1. Will the new State Minimum Wage dramatically affect our local economy? 
2. As a point of interest, can either of you shed any light on why Washington has the highest minimum 

wage in the country? 
3. Can we expect business growth in the Tri-Cities to continue? 
4. With all the continued building, are we still in a housing bubble? 
5. Is it time to open a new business? 
6. Wine industry certainly has increased its importance to the county in the past few years.  

Why is tourism not listed as a major industry in Benton County on the County Profile web page – did I 
just miss it? 

7. We just had a big payoff at Hanford, yet building seems to be continuing. Are we finally past Hanford 
employment being the controlling factor for our local economy? 

  
 
 
 
















